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Is my watcr safc? 

Last y e x ,  we conducted tests for ovcr 80 contaminants. We only detected 10 of those cotlt:iminantsl 3111 

fo11ncl only 1 at a level higher than the EPA allows. As we told you at the t in~c, our water temporarily 
cscccdcd drinking watcr standards. (For more information see the section labeled \'iolations at the end 
Ihe report.) This report is a snapshot of last year's ~ c - r l  ter quality, Included are details about where !.our 
water comes i'rurn, what i t  contains. and how it compares to  standards set by regulatory agencies. We rlr 

committcd to providing ).ou with inlormation because ini'orn~cd custonlers are our best allies. 

Do I need to take special precautions? 

Sorne people niay be more vu1ner;lblc to contatninants in drinking water l h a n  thc gcneral population. 
Iinmuno-compromised persons such as pcrsons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons \vho ha\ 
rutdergone urgatl transplants. people with I IIVIAIDS or other immunc systcrn disorders. somc cldcrly, a 
infants can be particularly at risk from inlkctions. 'l'hcse people should seek advice about drirkirlg w~tor  
from their health care providers. EPAIC'entcrs for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines on apprnpriatc me: 
to lesscn the risk of infection by Cryptusporidium and other microbial contarninants are available Eroril t 
Safe Waler Drinking Hotline (800-426-4791). 

Where does my watcr comc from? 

Your Tribal water supply originates as water beneath the surl'ace of the earth. This is called 
groundwnter.C;roundwater is naturally filtered as it travels through soils and rocks. Our Tribe has t\t.o 
ivells located on highway 47 south of %oar which pumps this water back to tile surface SO we ]nay drink 

Snurcc watcr assessment and its availability 

The Sourcc Water Assessment is posted and available at thc Menominee Tribal IJtility 

Why arc thcre contaminants in my drinking watcr? 

Drinking water, including bottled water. [nay reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts c 
some contan~inants. The preszncc of contarninants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a healtl 
risk. More information about contamir~nts and potential health effccts can be obtained by cnllirig thc 
Cnvironrt~rntal I'rotection Agenq's (El'A) Safe Drinking Water llotline (800-426-479 I ). ' I  t ~ c  sources o 
drinking watcr (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes. streams, ponds. rcszrvclirs, spring 
and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally 
(occurring minerals and, in somc cases. radioactive mntcrial, atld can pick up substances resullinp Sram tl 
presence of animals or from human activity: 

microbial contaminants. such as viruscs and bacteria, that may comc from sewage trealr-nent plants, scpt 
systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildl~fe; inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metalr 
which can be naturally occurring or result Crorn urban stormwater runvfY. industrial, or domcstic 
wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming; pcstic idcs and Iicrhicides. which ma! 
conlc from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoil; and residential uses: organ 
Chemical Cor~taminants. including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals. which are bv-prr~ducts of 
industrial prtjcesses and petroleum production, and can also come fro111 gas stations, urban stnrrnxlter 
runofi: il11~i septic systems: and radioactive contaminants, which can be ~~aturally occurring or he tIlr rcsl 
of oil and gas production and mining activilies. In order to erlsurc that tap water is s a k  to drink, EI'A 
prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain contami~~ants in wdter provided by public lvater 
systems. Food and Drug Adnlinistration (ITDA) regulations establish limits for conta~ninants in bottled 
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water which must provide the same protectio~~ for public hcnltti 

How can I get involved? 

We encourngc you to become involved in Tribal water issues. Please join us Lor our monthly meetings. 
held on the second 'l'uesday of the month at fhe Mct~otnince Tribal Bo:irdrnom located in the Mcnon~ine  
'I'ribal Oftlce. We also invite you to call us at any time. 

Additional Information for Nitrate 

Nitrate in drinking water at levcls above LO ppm is a health risk for infants of less than six monthc of agl 
High nitrate levcls in drinking watcr can cause blue baby syndrome. Nitratc lcvels may rise quickly for 
short periodb of timc because uf rainfall or agricultural activity. li'you are caring for an infant. you  shnu 
ask for aclv~ct: from your health care provider. Replacing the ~vells. ~vellhoust. and piping. 

I 

Water Quality Data Table 
The table below lists all oi'ihc drinking water contaminants that we detected during the calencla~. year of 
this rcport. The presencr: of contaminants in the water does not ~~cccssarily indicate that thc lvatcr poses 
llealtl~ risk. Unless othcnvise noted. the data prcscntcd in this table is frotn testing done in the calendar 
scar of the report. ?'hc EPA or the Stntc requires us to monitor for certain contaminants lcss than once I 
year because the concentrations of these contarninants do not change frequently. 

or 1 Your Kange Sample 

C:ontaminants h!.RULG M R D L  Water Low High pa& Viulatiun Typical Sourcc 

nisinfectihnts & Disinfection By-PI-odurts 

(Tlicrc i~ cnnv~ncing evidence that addition of a d~s i~~ fcc tan t  i~ rrecessary for control of micrtlbial contaminants.) 

Haloacetic .4cids N A  60 I NA 200 h No Ry-product ofdrinking wa 
(1 IIL"\) (ppb) chlorination 

TTHMh [I otal K A  80 5.06 NA 2006 Nu U!.-llroduct at- drinking wa 
'I'rihalo~i~ctliaries] (ppb) dis~nlkclioii 

I norgan ir Contaminants 

.Arsctlic (pph) 

Barium (ppnl) 

Fluoride (ppm) 

Nitrate [mcasurcd as 
Nitrogen] (ppnm) 

0 I 0 0.6 NA 2006 No Erosion of natural deposits 
Itunuff Cronl orchards. Rur  
from glass and electron~cs 
production wastes 

2 2 0.02 N A  2006 No Dischnrsc of dl illitrg wastt 
Discharge from t11r1d 
retillcric~: Erosiot~ of natur 
deposits 

4 4 I..; NA 2I)Ub No Erosiot~ of natural deposit5 
Water additive which 
prtm1clles slrong tecth; 
L)iscllargc from fcnilizer a 
a l u r ~ ~ ~ r l u n l  factarles 

ZOO6 No Runoff frorn f'ertili7er urc; 
1,eachiilg frvm scptic tank! 
sewilgc; Erosion o f  II.I~LILI~ 



dcpositr 

Kadi ti111 (cornh~ned 0 5 .2 N A 
226:'228) I pr111,) 

2003 No Fro5io11 of natural deposi~s 

2003 l ' es  Erofion of natural depusits 

Your Sample # Sa~np lcs  Exceeds 

Con taminan ts MC:J.jG A L  # \  I h t e  ExceedingGI, AL Typjcal Sourre 

Inorganic I'onlaminants 

Copper - action lcvel at 1.3 1.3 0.13 200.1 0 KO C'orr~siot~ of household 
consumer taps (ppm) plumbil~g systems; Ernsic 

natural depnsits 

Lead - a d o n  lei.eI at 0 15  1.36 2004 0 NO Corrosion of liou~ehrrld 
c t ? n < u ~ ~ ~ e r  taps (ppb) plumbing systcms: Eras~i  

natural dcpos~ts  

Unit Destriptions 

NR I N R :  Monitoring not rcquireci, hut recomn~cndcd. 

Important Drinking Watcr Definitions 

Term I~efinit ion 

. . I erm 

up/[, 

PPm 

P P ~  
pCi!l, 

N A 

ND 

llgl.i tion 
u g L  : Number of n~icrugra~ns of substance in one litcr of wa~er 

ppm: parts per milIion, or milligrams per liter (rng/L) 

ppb: parts per billion, or micropramr per liter ( p g / L )  

pCi/L: p~cocuries per liter (a mearure of radioactivity) 

NA:  not applicable 

NT). Not detected 

I ltreatrrlent or othcr rcouiren~rntu which a water svsteni muqt fnllow. 

hlCLG 

A ~ L  

-1-1. 

AL 

MCLE;: Maximum Uontanlirlant I.eveI Goal: 'I he level of a contaminant In drinking wat 
below which there is no known or cxpcctcd rick to health. MCLCis allow for a r~~arg in  ol 
safety. 

hlCI.: Maxirnt~n~ Contaminant 1,exel: 1-Iic lligllest level of a contarnin;lnt ihai iq  a!lowed 
drinking tvntcr. MCLs are set as closc to the k1rLGs as feasible using the best available 
h-catment technology . 
Ti-: Treatmen! Technique: A required proccss it~tet~ded to reduce thc Icvel of a cotltarnlr 
in drinking water. 

AI,: Action Level: The concentr~tion of a conta~ninanr which, i t'euzeeded, triggcrs 

Yar~ances and Exemptions 

A1RDI.C; 

M KDL 

MNR 

XIPL 

Variances and Exemptions: State or EPA permission not to lncet an  MCI, crr a trerlt~ncnt 
technique undcr certain conditions. 

hIRDLG: Maximum residual disinfedion lcvcl goal. The level of a drinking ~ a t c r .  
disinfectant below which there is tlo known or rapczted risk to licalth. MRDI-(;q not 
reflect thc bcnetits of the use of disinfectants to coritrol microbial con~anliniints. 

MRDL: hlaxinlum residual disinfectant level. The highest level of a disinfectant allowec 
drinking water. There is convincing evidct~ce that addition of  a dikinrectant is necessary 
control of microbial contaminants. 

Mh'K: Monitored Not Regulated 

MPL: State Assigned Mnxi~nurn Permissible Level 
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Violations and Evceedanccs 

Sninc pcople who drink water containing uranium it1 excess of the MCL (30 u$L) over many ycar5 Inny have ~ncreased risk of 
getting cancer and kidney toxicity Samples taken on 51G~2003.Did quar l l  samplcs pcr E.P.A.  Phasr 1 h;is b c c i ~  completed with 
ne* wells put  in place. 

Phasc 2 Will be con~plctcd in tllr Fall or2007 with new wel lh~x~sr  and pip~rig. 

For more infurn~ation 1)lcasr contart: 

David Cur11 

Addrcss: 

P.O. Box 250 

Keshrna. W 1 5 4 1 3 5  

l~~~p:::'!www.ccriwriter.con~!do~vnloacf s/CCRi Writer - Report95 19.htm 


